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Overview 
of Recent 
HMIS 
Data 
Standard 
Changes 

 Changes to Project Descriptor, 
Universal, and Program  Specific Data 
Elements, including the new 
Coordinated  Entry Data Elements

 We will not be covering Project 
Descriptor elements today



The Basics

 2020 HMIS Data Standards were 
released in May 2019,  with an 
effective date of Oct. 1, 2019 for all 
changes  except:

 Coordinated Entry Data Element 
4.20 – Coordinated Entry Event 
(“go-live” date of April 1, 2020)

 All changes have been 
implemented in Clarity Human  
Services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exception: Coord Access Element 4.20 to go live on 4/1/20.
The other Coord Entry elements – current livin



Goal -
become 
familiar 
with the 
following

 Changes reflected in Clarity Human 
Services as of October 1 that pertain 
to your projects. 

 How workflow may change for certain 
types of users

 Where to find more resources and 
support



HMIS Data 
Standards: 

What are 
the HUD 
HMIS Data 
Standards? 

 HUD mandated data collection 
required for HMIS

 Changes occur each year, sometimes 
minor, sometimes more impactful

 Depending on what your role is where 
you work, some elements may or may 
not impact your work

 Data Element numbers can be used to 
reference elsewhere for more 
resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://files.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/HMIS-Data-Standards-Manual.pdf
Show this website:
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/hmis/hmis-data-standards/




HMIS Data 
Standards: 
Key Terms

 Enrollment/Entry Screen – required 
federal data collection fields such as 
prior living situation, move-in date

 Services – tracks date/type of service 
e.g., bed night, contacts

 Assessments – Status 
Update/Annual/Current Living Situation

 Exit Screen – end date, destination, 
other required fields 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Program Enrollments – includes screens, services, assessments




HMIS Data 
Standards: 
All 
Programs

Universal Data Elements: Elements required 
to be collected  by all projects participating 
in HMIS, regardless of funding  source.

Changes:

 3.08 Disabling Condition
 3.20 Housing Move-In Date (PH/RRH)
 3.12 Destination
 3.917 Prior Living Situation



HMIS Data 
Standards: 
All Programs

3.08
Disabling 
Condition

 Disabling Condition (yes/no) will no 
longer appear on Status/Annual or Exit
Screens

 The specific disabling condition 
questions will remain on the other 
screens, so user workflow will 
remain the same for those 
elements.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If it changes during the course of the client’s enrollment, you can update it, but that is the only place to do so (entry screen). 

Other specific disability fields (per HUD) will continue to show up on the other screens, at any point, any of those elements will change. If changes to these will change the Yes/no of 3.08, that needs to be changed on the Entry Screen. 





HMIS Data 
Standards: 
All Programs

4.06 
Developmental 
Disability
4.08 HIV-AIDS

Removed dependent element 
“Substantially impedes the  individual’s 
ability to live independently”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If it changes during the course of the client’s enrollment, you can update it, but that is the only place to do so (entry screen). 

Other specific disability fields (per HUD) will continue to show up on the other screens, at any point, any of those elements will change. If changes to these will change the Yes/no of 3.08, that needs to be changed on the Entry Screen. 





HMIS Data Standards: 
Housing Programs (PH/RRH)

3.20 Housing Move-in Date

Now only collected at Entry (not available on screens other than 
enrollment)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Element itself is not changing, it just won’t be on every screen. 
If client loses and then finds new housing, do not change the original move-in date (create a new enrollment instead). 

[Housing Move-In Date] value from the program  screen that has the greatest screen program  date/information date with a non-null [Housing Move-  In Date] to be mapped to the Enrollment screen in the  client program enrollment



HMIS Data 
Standards: 
All Programs

3.12 Destination 

3.917
Prior Living Situation

4.12 Current Living 
Situation

Drop-down lists of living situations are now 
all in alignment

Three new options: 
Host Home
Rental by client, with HCV voucher 
(tenant or project based)
Rental by client in a public housing unit

Interim Housing has been retired

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If it changes during the course of the client’s enrollment, you can update it, but that is the only place to do so (entry screen). 

Other specific disability fields (per HUD) will continue to show up on the other screens, at any point, any of those elements will change. If changes to these will change the Yes/no of 3.08, that needs to be changed on the Entry Screen. 





HMIS Data Standards: 
All Programs

Updated wording in places

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more detail on field adjustments go to: https://get.clarityhs.help/hc/en-us/articles/360034161794
All these answers are uniform for Prior living situation, current living situation and Destination. 



● Collection now required for PATH and SSVF programs
● Has been removed from 2020 Exit Screens

HMIS Data Standards: 
All Programs

4.11 Domestic Violence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ALMOST ALL PROGRAMS. 



P3 PATH Status - Reason Not Enrolled

New response: “Unable to locate client”

HMIS Data Standards: 
PATH Program



HMIS Data 
Standards: 
Current 
Living 
Situation 
(NEW)

Outreach Contacts are now 
known and recorded as 
Current Living Situations

In Clarity, moved from 
Services tab to the Assessments 
tab



HMIS Data 
Standards: 
Street Outreach, 
nbn Shelters, 
Services only 
(Coord Entry)

4.12 Current Living 
Situation

 Replaces Outreach Contact Service

 Picklist matches Prior Living Situation 
and Destination

 Is an assessment; data will cascade 
(populate) from previous entry

 All contacts were mapped over to CLS 
in assessment section

 Designed to capture information on 
where a person is  staying at a point in 
time

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ACTION REQUIRED
Every time a participant is entered in the program, a 
corresponding ‘Current Living Situation’ assessment must be 
captured with a matching date as the program start date. 
Thereafter, record the participants ‘Current Living Situation’ as 
an assessment for each contact.

Number of CLS’s recorded should reflect the number of Contacts that you’ve had with the client. 

�



HMIS Data 
Standards: 
Street Outreach, 
nbn Shelters, 
Services only 
(Coord Entry)

4.12 Current Living 
Situation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Required at all contacts (will help determine homeless hx)
Everywhere there has been a contact service for SO or nbn shelter, 





HMIS Data Standards: 
Street Outreach, nbn Shelters, 

4.12 Current Living Situation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Current Living Situation can only be entered under the program section (must be linked to a specific program enrollment)
Perk: this field cascades data. 
Picklist is aligned with the others – Prior Living situation, Destination



HMIS Data 
Standards:

Coordinated 
Entry

Three New Coordinated Entry 
Data Elements

4.12 Current Living Situation
4.19 Coordinated Entry 

Assessment
4.20 Coordinated Entry Event



HMIS Data Standards: 
Coord Entry

4.12 Current Living Situation

The “verified by”  field is only applicable and visible within Coord 
Access Enrollments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If the client is in a housed situation, you’ll get other questions to complete. HUD is trying to capture whether or not person is at imminent risk of losing housing with extra questions. 
This data element is meant to track where an individual is staying at any given time. As providers update this information each time they contact an individual client, the housing situation of that client can be tracked over time and help provide better insights into client needs.





HMIS Data 
Standards: 
Coord Entry

4.19  
Coordinated 
Entry
Assessment

Collects an assessment date, 
location, and assessment  
results

Cambridge CAN’s new 
assessment (not yet live) 
includes these elements 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not a big change for us. 



Coordinated 
Entry 
Assessment: 

Fields and  
Dependents

 Date of assessment

 Assessment location

 Assessment Type

 Assessment Level

 Assessment questions (both questions and 
answers  determined locally)

 Assessment answers

 Assessment Result Type

 Assessment Result

 Prioritization Status



HMIS Data 
Standards: 
Coord Entry

4.20  
Coordinated 
Entry Event

 Capture access and referral events, 
as well as the  results of those
events

 Help communities understand the 
events that go into  achieving desired 
(and undesired) results through the  CE
system

 Will go live in April 2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CE Event Element allows providers to capture access and referral events in order to track both successful and unsuccessful events in Coordinated Entry. The intended goal of this second element is to allow CoCs to understand what strategies are and are not working and then use that information to improve their programs.




HUD Interactive HMIS Data Standards Tool
● https://www.hudexchange.info/progr

ams/hmis/hmis-data-standards/

HUD Guidance for Coordinated Entry

● https://www.hudexchange.info/resour
ce/5340/coordinated-entry-core-
elements/

● https://www.hudexchange.info/resour
ce/5824/huds-new-coordinated-entry-
data-elements/

Resources

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/hmis/hmis-data-standards/
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5340/coordinated-entry-core-elements/
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5824/huds-new-coordinated-entry-data-elements/


Updates to website coming soon – including new 
template forms for printing

Clarity Online Help Center:
https://get.clarityhs.help/hc/en-us

Thank you!!

https://get.clarityhs.help/hc/en-us
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